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I welcome the initiative of observing World Tourism Day’ in Bangladesh as elsewhere in the world. I think the theme of this year’s World Tourism Day Tourism and 
Rural Development is very time worthy in the current global context.

Tourism industry has established itself as the single largest service sector in the world due to its multidimensionality and scope. The tourism industry plays a very 
important role in improving the living standards of the rural population. Tourism sector has a significant contribution to the national economy including job cre-
ation. The World Tourism Organization has put emphasis on involving the rural population in the tourism industry to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 
I hope that with proper planning, efficient resource management and involvement of local people, Bangladesh will be able to reach the pinnacle of the develop-
ment of the tourism industry.

There is a huge potential for the development of the tourism industry in Bangladesh. By utilizing the potentiality, along with attracting domestic and foreign in-
vestment, the rural population should be given the opportunity to participate in the development of the country’s tourism industry. At the same time, the country’s 
tourism industry should be effectively represented in the world arena. I urge all, including government and non-government organizations to work together for the 
development of the tourism industry as well as for the national economic development upholding local culture, traditions and values.

I wish the overall success of all the programs of “World Tourism Day-2020”.

Joy Bangla.   
Khoda Hafez. May Bangladesh live forever.

President    
The People’s Republic of Bangladesh,Dhaka

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020Message
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I am delighted that World Tourism Day 2020 is being observed in Bangladesh as elsewhere in the world on 27 September with the theme “Tourism and Rural Devel-
opment”. “Village will be City” one of the agenda of indomitable Bangladesh in the forefront of development which is very much inline with the theme announced 
by the United nation world tourism organization this year.
Bangladesh is a land of scenic beauty with rich culture and heritage. It is also rich in floras and faunas, and has numerous rivers, archaeological sites, religious plac-
es, hills, forests, waterfalls, tea gardens etc. The world’s largest mangrove forest - the Sundarbans is situated in Bangladesh. The largest unbroken sandy sea beach 
in the world is also located in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar. The vast haors in the north-eastern parts of the country, the hills in Chittagong division and lives of small 
ethnic people are some of the attractions of the tourists. The emerald greens of rural Bangladesh and its rich culture can also be an added attraction for the holi-
daymakers. Tourism has a huge potential in Bangladesh. Of late, it has emerged as an important sector of economic development with more and more domestic 
and foreign tourists visiting the country’s tourists’ destinations. Huge employment opportunities are being created in the sector. The Awami League government 
has relentlessly been working for the development of the tourism sector.
The present government has taken various steps to manage tourism activities through proper management maintaining the country’s culture, heritage and ecol-
ogy.The tourist destinations should be introduced to local and foreign tourists though mass media. I urge the private entrepreneurs to supplement the government 
efforts in flourishing the sector.
Let us work together and build a Golden Bangladesh as dreamt by the Father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
I wish every success to “World Tourism Day-2020”.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu
 May Bangladesh live forever.

Prime Minister
Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020

Message
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This year, “World Tourism Day-2020” is being celebrated all over the world with an emphasis on the role of tourism industry in rural development. The theme of this year’s day is “Tourism and 
Rural Development”. Initiatives have been taken to celebrate the day in Bangladesh through various programs led by the Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism. It my immense pleasure to 
know that a souvenir is being published as part of these activities. Sincere thanks to all involved with this souvenir
Tourism is recognized as the single largest labor-intensive industry in the world. The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) emphasizes the role of the tourism industry in improving the quality 
of life of rural people through inclusiveness in this year’s theme. Local people will get the benefits of this industry if they are involved in conducting tourism activities in the tourist attractions 
located in different areas of the country. It will increase their financial capacity through job creation as well as achieve real development and sustainable development goals of the tourism 
industry
Bangladesh is a country of tremendous tourism potential. We have a rich history with a glorious chapter of the great liberation war, tradition and culture. We also have immense natural 
beauty and biodiversity. It will be possible to contribute to rural development through the development of tourism by presenting the long cherished rural and small ethnic groups culture, 
food habits, handicrafts, sports and festivals to the domestic and foreign tourists. Taking effective steps for the development of tourism industry by keeping intact the distinct culture and 
heritage of each village and maintaining the ecological balance will play a role in ensuring sustainable tourism development
The greatest Bengali ever, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said in a speech in June 1972. “Every person in my country will get food, shelter a better life, this is my 
dream” He put the village at the center of realizing this dream. He wanted to turn the village a centre of the joy of new creation and the triumph of life. In Article 16 of the Constitution. Bang-
abandhu promised radical change in rural area of the country through agrarian revolution, electrification, development of cottage industry and other allied industries, education, commu-
nication, public health, which is being implemented by his worthy daughter Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The present government has undertaken the My Village, My City program 
with the aim of expanding all the facilities of the modern city in every village and ensuring sustainable development while keeping the natural form of rural Bengal intact. I hope that all the 
stakeholders of tourism along with the government will work sincerely to build the Golden Bengal” which is the dream of the Father of the Nation by improving the living standards of the rural 
people by developing tourism at the rural area of the country
I wish every success of World Tourism Day-2020.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh live forever

Minister of State 
Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020

Message
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Bangladesh, like other countries in the world, is celebrating “World Tourism Day-2020” with the aim of accelerating rural development by involving the local population in the tourism industry. 
This time the theme of the day is “Tourism and Rural Development”. I am happy to know that souvenir is being published as part of various programs taken on the occasion of World Tourism 
Day-2020. In this year’s theme, emphasis has been laid on tourism as one of the means of development of rural areas Involving marginalized people in the labor-intensive tourism industry 
will contribute to the expansion of economic activities at the local level as well as to the national economy. It also accelerates the development of rural environment and quality of life.

There are innumerable tourist elements scattered all over Bangladesh. As most of the tourist attractions of the country are located in rural areas there is opportunity for rural people to par-
ticipate in tourism activities. This opportunity needs to be further expanded. The development of rural tourism will diversify products as well as create many small and medium entrepre-
neurs. The tourism industry will play an important role in improving healthcare, education, electricity, drinking water employment, recreation and communication for the rural people

In order to establish tourism as one of the driving forces of the rural economy, proper promotion and marketing strategies need to be devised to showcase the local culture, festivals, food 
habits and handicrafts to the domestic and foreign tourists in an aesthetic way. Recognizing the rapid development and economic importance of the global tourism industry, activities have 
been undertaken to formulate a tourism master plan for the development of the country’s tourism industry. Implementation of this plan will change the dimensions of the country’s tourism. 
There is a need for private entrepreneurs to come forward along with the government initiatives to ensure infrastructural development and facilities in rural tourism centers. At present, al-
though in a very small range, some entrepreneurs have started working in this field.

Finally, I urge all the stakeholders in this industry to work sincerely to transform the tourism sector in to a better condition from the current situation as the most affected sector due to 
COVID-19.1 believe development and growth of tourism industry will accelerate the development of the country as a whole and the quality of life of the people.
 
I wish grand success of World Tourism Day 2020.

Md. Mohibul Haque

Senior Secretary 
Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020

Message
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It is indeed a great pleasure that the World Tourism Day, 2020 is being observed in Bangladesh with huge enthusiasm like other countries in the world. The theme of this year “Tourism and 
Rural Development which is very much relevant in the present context, emphasizes socio-economic development by ensuring rural development through Tourism.

 Taking into account of the huge tourism potentials for achieving the SDGs by 2030, the Government has made some significant policy decisions. Prioritizing the issue of sustainability, the 
Government introduced tourism related components in the 8th Five Year Plan for giving importance on community tourism. Bangladesh has prioritized tourism as a thrust sector in its na-
tional industrial policy. The National Tourism Policy has been announced in 2010 where Rural Tourism. Eco-tourism, Responsible Tourism, Community Based Tourism (CBT) are of utmost im-
portance for the development of sustainable tourism.

Bangladesh Tourism Board (BTB) has been established as National Tourism Organization with the Responsibility to implement various policies taken by Government for the promotion, mar-
keting and development of tourism industry BTB is working intensively with both public and private sectors for making the relevant stakeholders as well as the local community aware of the 
development of the rural tourism and spread its benefits among all by involving the local people in tourism. For this purpose, BTB is organizing various training, awareness seminar, workshop, 
conference, country familiarization tour, tourism fair etc. In order to make Community Based Tourism popular in the country BTB is extending all sorts of cooperation to the private entrepre-
neurs.

In addition to sustaining and reviving the labor-intensive tourism industry, which has been disrupted by the pandemic situation caused by Coronavirus, there is no alternative of developing 
rural tourism to make it a key part of national economy. Because rural tourism development paves the way for sustainable income with financial security for all. 

I strongly believe that for the implementation of the theme of World Tourism Day. 2020 the coordination of both public and private initiatives is required. With the integrated endeavor of all 
relevant stakeholders, Bangladesh can be an ideal tourist destination to the world tourists. Creating positive impact on our national economy, the advancement of rural tourism will move 
forward Bangladesh on the highway of development.
 
I wish all the success of the World Tourism Day-2020.  

Jabed Ahmed 

Chief Executive Officer 
Bangladesh Tourism Board

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020Message
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The UNWTO declared “World Tourism Day’ is sine-quo-non for the tourism industry of the whole world. The theme of the day and its colorful observance every year with exhilaration emanate much 
inspiration to all professionals of this industry.

Like elsewhere of the world, Bangladesh observes the World Tourism Day with much fervor and enthusiasm underlining the theme. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic this year the World Tourism 
Day-2020 is being observed in a special reality. The theme of the world tourism day of this year Tourism and Rural Development’ is very much pertinent for the Bangladesh context. Bangladesh is a 
country of huge potentials with all diverse tourism attractions. Keeping the theme of the day in mind, if we can present these diverse attractions in aesthetic manner to the tourists, it can cascade a 
spirit in the rural economy, as well as, can help us in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).

The UNWTO Secretary General anticipated that the domestic tourism can be a driving force in the economy for the post COVID-19 world. Bangladesh is an immensely potential country in this context 
having the scope of promoting domestic tourism. It is an expectation that with the increased flow of tourists to attractive spots, domestic tourism of Bangladesh will flourish, which can results a great 
prosperity in the rural economy of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation established by the greatest leader and the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has been putting its untiring efforts in promoting tourism of 
Bangladesh and creating skilled workforces beside its commercial programs. In post COVID-19 period and also all times too, when tourism industry of the country flourishes, this skilled workforces play 
an important role in the industry. We hope that with the development of tourism, innumerable entrepreneurs will grow up in rural areas.

I wish the tourism industry of Bangladesh, particularly the domestic tourism will flourish up to the hilt in the post COVID-19 period. I also profoundly believe our novel journey will commence since the 
very World Tourism Day-2020’.

Ram Chandra Das

Chairman
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation 

12 Ashwin, 1427
27 September 2020Message
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“Tourism and Rural Development” 
World Tourism Day 2020; 
Bangladesh perspective
Abu Tahir Muhammad Zaber 
Director (Joint Secretary)
Bangladesh Tourism Board 

This year, World Tourism Day is being celebrated under the theme 
“Tourism and Rural Development”. Every year since 1980, Septem-
ber 27 has been celebrated as World Tourism Day under the aus-
pices of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). In 
this year’s theme, emphasis has been laid on the socio-economic 
development of the rural people and the country by conducting 
tourism development activities while upholding its own culture and 
heritage without harming the environment and ecological balance.

In 1971, we achieved an independent Bangladesh under the lead-
ership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. In 1972, immediately after independence, as an extraordinary 
leader, realizing the potential of the tourism industry and its con-
tribution to economic development Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman established Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation. Consid-
ering the growing impact of global tourism, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina established the Bangladesh Tourism Board in 2010 



as a national tourism agency. Under the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
and Tourism, Bangladesh parjatan Corporation and Bangladesh 
Tourism Board, along with other private stakeholders, are work-
ing to make Bangladesh one of the leading tourist destinations 
in South Asia.

One of the growing sectors of the economy in the world today 
is the service sector and the tourism industry is the largest of it. 
Tourism is actually considered as an integrated and labor in-
tensive sector of various industries, services and functions. Ru-
ral tourism has become quite important at present among the 
various categories of tourism. The concept of rural tourism can 
bring back the socio-economic and environmental well-being 
of the rural community by reviving the conventional notions of 
tourism and ensuring the sustainable development of a partic-
ular country. Over time, the issue has taken on a much wider 
scope, including the rural environment, water and land based 
activities, cultural activities, culture, traditional food, health. It 
provides a great opportunity for tourists to experience the care-
fully nurtured traditions, way of life and culture of the local peo-
ple of a region which is not available in urban areas. In contrast 
to conventional tourism, rural tourism provides an ideal oppor-
tunity to get accustomed to the local heritage of a country in 
the vicinity of natural beauty.



The heart of Bangladesh’s beauty lies in its villages. There are 6036 
villages in the country, each with its own customs and traditions. 
The tourism sector can benefit greatly from the rich cultural her-
itage of these regions. Rural tourism is one of the most promising 
tourism sectors in Bangladesh. Improving rural tourism, increasing 
employment will directly affect our GDP sector. The development 
of this sector requires proper policy formulation, infrastructure de-
velopment, human resource development, adequate investment 
for services and facilities in tourist destination areas, preparation 
of rural people for tourism in their arcas, public-private partnership, 
guidelines for sustainable tourism development. We have to make 
each village a single tourist destination. These destinations are vis-
ited by tourists from urban areas of the country, so that employ-
ment is created along with financial activities in rural areas.

One of the notable promises of the current Government’s election 
manifesto 2018 is “Villages will be citics” which is very much in line 
with the theme announced by the United Nations World Tourism Or-
ganization this year. The main objective of the government in trans-
forming the village into a city is to bring the emergency facilities of 
the city to the village without destroying the agricultural land and 
rural heritage. And the services that will prevail are improved access 
to health care, education, electricity, potable water, employment, 
and communication for the rural people. And all these are but col-
lective tourism activities. In other words, the rural tourism program 



is an important part of the government for the transformation of vil-
lages into cities.

Rural tourism development can play a more effective role than mi-
crofinance in boosting rural employment and rural economic condi-
tions. Foreign tourists need to be attracted to keep the wheel of rural 
economy moving. Foreign tourists mainly come to see the people of 
our country and their diverse lifestyles. Foreigners are also attracted 
to our villages, our rivers, our history, traditions and culture. For this 
we have to present various rural traditions such as rural social sys-
tem, traditional farming of agricultural land, pre-harvest and many 
pre-harvest rural ceremonies, fishing, boating, folk music, indigenous 
food etc. with aesthetics and professionalism.

Tourism is an innate human instinct. People can learn about different 
cultures, civilizations, traditions and nature by visiting different places. 
Known as the green land of natural paradise, Bangladesh is a coun-
try with endless potential in terms of tourism. All the elements to at-
tract any tourist in the world exist in this country of immense beauty. 
At present Bangladesh is one of the fastest growing tourism markets 
in the world.



The corona virus crisis has had a huge impact on the global tour-
ism industry which will present a new picture of the future of the in-
dustry. At present, the tourism sector contributes about 11 percent 
to the world’s GDP. In 2019, the number of tourists in the world was 
about 1.5 billion. The World Tourism Organization (WTO) predicted 
that the rate would increase by another 4 to 5 percent this year. 
But the impact of the epidemic has hampered this pace.

Tourism industry is an emerging industry in Bangladesh. The tour-
ism industry has seen tremendous improvement in the last few 
years. The tourism master plan was launched late last year to re-
shape the tourism sector, which stalled the Corona epidemic. The 
sector has already incurred a loss of around Tk 14,000 crore. Since 
tourism is not a productive industry, it is time to make up for this 
loss. Improving the quality of life has greatly increased the thirst 
for travel among the common man and is making a unique con-
tribution to socio-economic development and job creation.

In order to revive the shattered tourism sector, various countries 
of the world have started limited tourism activities in compliance 



with hygiene norms. In order to mobilize the ailing tourism sector of Bangla-
desh, the tourist centers are being opened in phases following a limited range 
of hygiene regulations. Policies have been formulated with various guidelines 
on how to operate tourist centers in the presence of Covid-19. Instructions 
have been sent to various hotels, motels and tourist centers. The Bangladesh 
Tourism Board has been working with all stakeholders to determine the extent 
of the damage caused by the corona virus and the long-term impact of the 
tourism industry. The recommendations made by UNWTO in three phases to 
help revive the global tourism sector from the unprecedented challenges of 
COVID-19 as well as to bring it back to a “better state” are coordinated by the 
Bangladesh Tourism Board with the tourism industry and the sector. BTB work-
ing on various plans and its implementation to save the 4 million manpower 
involved from the disaster.

The hardworking people of the village are the main driving force of the devel-
opment of the country. The potential future of the country lies in their tireless 
work. In the current context of Bangladesh, rural tourism development is es-
sential to alleviate poverty and create massive employment, accelerate the 
rural economy and make emergency and modern services available to the 
villagers. Therefore, the youth of the village should be developed as skilled hu-
man resources by providing necessary training on tourism. Therefore, in or-
der to move the epidemic-ridden tourism sector forward and to implement 
the socio-economic development of Bangladesh i.e. “Vision-2021 and 2041’, the 
development of rural tourism requires the concerted efforts of all government 
initiatives as well as private entrepreneurs.



Celebrate With Us
In Our Popular Festivals 

Pahela Baishakh

The advent of Bengali New Year is observed with cheerful mood 
throughout the country. The Day (mid-April) is a public holiday. 
Most colorful gatherings are organized along with cultural pro-
grams and traditional foods. Different tournaments, boat races, 
debates, etc. Are held amidst great jubilation. Fairs are integral 
parts of the celebration. Traditional articles like bamboo flutes, 
clay dolls, clay pots, and home decor accessories are traded to-
gether with suitable present-day commodities.



Pahela Falgun

Say bye to winter and welcome the spring in typical 
Bangladeshi style and manner that would be a unique 
experience for you in Bangladesh. Be amazed to see 
how life happens here with such colors and festivities 
on the arrival of spring. Pohela Falgun is the first day of 
spring and eleventh month in the Bengali calendar that 
falls on 13 February just eve of the world Valentine’s 
Day. To celebrate the day various types of festivals take 
place all over the country. The blazing red and yellow 
are the representative colors of spring. Bengali People 
embellish themselves with these two Primary colors.



THANK YOU 
FROM BANGLADESH TOURISM BOARD
Level- 3, Building- 2, BSL Office Complex 
(Hotel InterContinental) 1, Minto Road, 
Shahbag, Dhaka-1000.

Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Floor # 19, Building # 06, Bangladesh Secretariat, 
Dhaka-1000


